Celebrating
Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller
&
Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller
Here is the story of a Black couple that settled in Framingham to live and raise their family in the early
20th century. The couple was Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller, celebrated for being the first American Black
artist to reflect African themes in her work, and Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller, a distinguished psychiatrist
who made a major contribution to the growing clinical knowledge of Alzheimer’s disease.
In 1908, Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller and Meta Vaux Warrick met and, after a brief courtship, the two
were married. They purchased a home in Framingham where they raised three sons, Solomon III,
Perry James and William Thomas. Both husband and wife respected each other’s career and
interests, although Dr. Fuller did expect family to come first. They led a formal lifestyle with meals
around the dining room table. Their home became a lively gathering place for black intellectuals and
professionals for, other than private homes, there were few places where black people could gather.
Often visitors came to the Fuller home to gain a sense of balance and strength.
Together, Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller and Meta Vaux Warrick left a lasting impression upon the cities of
Framingham and Boston. The Danforth Museum of Art in Framingham is the caretaker of the Meta
Vaux Warrick Fuller Special Collection. This collection consists of ephemera, process pieces, studies,
and other objects of art that expand upon some of the better-known aspects of Fuller’s creations. Her
famous sculpture, Emancipation, was commissioned in 1913 in celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the Emancipation Proclamation. The allegorical sculpture depicts male and female figures that
emerge from the tree of knowledge at the center of the sculpture. Emancipation can be seen in the
Harriet Tubman Park in Boston’s South End. In 1974, Boston University honored the memory of Dr.
Solomon Carter Fuller with the opening of the Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center. The
Center was designed to provide facilities for psychiatric outpatient services, community education and
research. In 1995, the city of Framingham dedicated Fuller Middle School to honor the contributions
of both Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller and his wife Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller.
Please continue to read about their individual contributions and successes.

Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller is celebrated for being the first American black artist to reflect African
themes and folk tales in her work, and for being ahead of her time in her understanding of the black
experience. Fuller’s career spanned over seventy years. Her sculptural works in bronze, clay, and
plaster represented her comments on wartime America, racism and violence, and the
African-American perspective.
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Originally from Philadelphia, Meta Vaux Warrick attended the Pennsylvania Museum School of
Industrial Arts in 1897 (now Pennsylvania College of Art) before traveling abroad to study in Paris,
France in 1899. Warrick studied at the Académie Colarossi for sculpture and La Ecole des Beaux Arts
for drawing. It was during this time that she met Auguste Rodin, who encouraged her to continue the
sculptural realism that she loved. This advice invigorated her art. With her new confidence, she
exhibited at Samuel Bing’s L’Art Nouveau Gallery in Paris in 1900. Although Fuller shied away from
focusing solely on African-American themes, her work—and her world perspective—certainly was
influenced by her color.

Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller, Emancipation 1913
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Her studies in Paris began to pay off during her last year there. Rodin was drawing attention to
Fuller’s work and she held private showings. The press called her the “delicate sculptor of horrors,”
and she was the only American artist invited to show with several French artists in Paris. Rodin held a
one-woman show for her at his famous modern art and design gallery, L’Art Nouveau.
Back in her native Philadelphia in 1902, Fuller at once set up a studio and continued to work. She
was met with chilly reception- from local art dealers who claimed not to buy domestic work, but were
not interested in her Paris sculptures, either. Fuller felt that her race was the reason, and found a
more appreciative group in Philadelphia’s Black social and intellectual circles. The more she became
immersed in Black life in Philadelphia, the more her work began to reflect African-American themes
as well as European influences. She held exhibitions at her studio, and was invited by local art
schools and community organizations to contribute to their art shows.
Fuller began to draw her inspiration more heavily from the songs of Black America and from African
folk tales. Before the emergence of the artists of the Harlem Renaissance, Fuller presented America
with work that showed the impact of African and African-American themes. Her sculptures illustrated
truth, joy, and other universal facets of the human condition. Her work naturally began to take the
tone of W.E.B. DuBois’s suggestion to her in Paris—that she specialize in African-American themes.
In 1907, on the recommendation of Thomas Calloway, whom she’d met at the Paris Universal
Exposition, Fuller was commissioned to sculpt a number of scenes for the Negro pavilion at the
Jamestown Tercentennial Exposition. She won a gold medal for 150 figures, which represented the
progress of black Americans since their 1619 arrival in Jamestown, Virginia. She was the first Black
woman artist to receive a federal commission.
Even after her marriage, Meta kept on with her sculpting, and eventually had a studio located a short
distance from her Framingham home where she worked and taught. Cofounder of the Dramatic Club
and active in church affairs, she was a pioneer like her husband; only her interests were related to the
creation of religious dramas as well as the women’s suffrage movement. In 1941, the Framingham
News announced that Meta Fuller was made an honorary member of the Framingham Women's
Club.
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In 1929, Fuller responded to her increasingly crowded attic studio and her husband’s concerns for her
health. Dr. Fuller was worried that so much dust produced in a small space would damage his wife’s
health. So she built a shoreline studio on Learned’s Pond, not far from the Fuller home. The new
space increased her productivity and allowed her to begin taking on students. Fuller closed up her
studio in 1950 to care for her husband, who died three years later. Sick with tuberculosis, she entered
a sanitarium, where she stayed until 1956. When she was again well, she started taking
commissions. She sculpted the head and hands of ten notable black women for a set of dolls for the
National Council of Negro Women in Washington, D.C.
Through her eighties, Fuller continued to produce significant and inspired commissions. Storytime, for
the Framingham Center Library, depicts a mother reading to her children. Framingham Union
Hospital, where Dr. Fuller practiced, commissioned her to sculpt a representation of working doctors
and nurses. She also supported the civil rights movement by donating proceeds from the sales of her
work, and by letting symbols of that era inspire her. She dedicated The Good Shepherd to the
clergymen who walked with Martin Luther King, Jr. across the Edmund Pettus bridge on March 9,
1965. When four young girls died in the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, Alabama, Fuller reacted with a piece called The Crucifixion.
Although Fuller initially resisted W.E.B. DuBois’s idea that she specialize in African-American themes
in her work, she ultimately did just that. Her perspective of the Black American experience led to her
strongest, most recognized, and inspired works. Fuller died March 18, 1968, at age 90.

Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller, an early 20th century psychiatrist, researcher, and medical educator, was
born on August 11, 1872 in Monrovia, Liberia. Solomon Carter Fuller was the first African American
psychiatrist. He also performed considerable research concerning degenerative diseases of the brain.
Fuller was the grandson of John Lewis Fuller, a slave who bought his freedom in Virginia and
emigrated with his wife, a former white indentured servant, to Liberia. It is there where John Fuller
entered into the tobacco and brick making business working his way to prosperity. The first Solomon
Fuller, John’s son, became a large landowner as well as a government official in Liberia.
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Fuller always showed an interest in medicine, especially since his grandparents were medical
missionaries in Liberia. The late 1800s and early 1900s were particularly repressive years for Black
people, as rights gained during Reconstruction were stripped away and violence was all too frequent.
It is in this climate that Solomon Carter Fuller pursued his education and a career in psychiatry. In
1889, Solomon migrated to the United States to attend Livingstone College in Salisbury, North
Carolina. He then attended Long Island College Medical School and completed his medical degree at
the Boston University School of Medicine in 1897. Fuller completed an internship at Westborough
State Hospital in Boston and stayed on as a pathologist. He eventually became a faculty member of
the Boston University School of Medicine. He persevered to attain the best training available in order
to make important contributions to the field of neuroscience, despite living during a time when the
professional development of Black people was not encouraged.
Fuller faced discrimination in the medical field in the form of unequal salaries and underemployment.
His duties often involved performing autopsies, an unusual procedure for that era. While performing
these autopsies, Fuller made discoveries which allowed him to advance in his career as well
contribute to the scientific and medical communities. Solomon Fuller’s major contribution was to the
growing clinical knowledge of Alzheimer’s disease. As part of his post-graduate studies at the
University of Munich (Germany), Fuller researched pathology and specifically neuropathology. In
1903 Solomon Carter Fuller was one of the five foreign students chosen by Alois Alzheimer to do
research at the Royal Psychiatric Hospital at the University of Munich.
After retiring, Dr. Fuller continued to practice psychiatry in his home in Framingham. He treated
patients regardless of color or ability to pay. Patients from Boston to Western Massachusetts sought
his expertise.
At the time of Fuller’s death, the only acknowledgement of his work was an Honorary Doctor of
Science Degree awarded in 1943 by his alma mater, Livingstone College. It was not until October,
1973 that a one-day tribute to Fuller was held as part of the Boston University Medical School
centennial celebration. Donations were made during this occasion to cast a small bust of Fuller
sculpted by his wife, Meta Vaux Warrick. In 1974, the university opened the Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller
Mental Health Center. The Center was designed to provide facilities for psychiatric outpatient
services, community education and research. This decision to honor Fuller was made because of his
dedication to advances in neuropsychiatry and his interest in promoting better health care for
minorities and the poor.
5

Celebrating
Meta Vaux Warrick Fuller
&
Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller
Fuller’s life would not permit racism to quench the resolve and commitment to a productive life in
medicine and research. Instead of wasting and consuming emotion about the inequities of his life,
Fuller persevered in order to obtain the best training available to allow him to become a pioneer in
neuroscience. He brought a shift in psychiatric leadership and productivity from Europe to the United
States. Fuller traveled the road bringing him from immigrant status to socially accepted doctor of color
at a time of segregation.
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